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Background
The U.S. correctional system is the largest mental health 
institution in the nation, responsible for the care of 
approximately 2.2 million persons in 2018, approximately 
half of whom are diagnosed with a mental health condition 
(Al-Rousan et al., 2017; Bureau of Justice Statistics, 2021a) 

Rates of personality disorders (PDs) tend to be 
overrepresented among incarcerated populations (Sansone 
& Sansone, 2009; Eher et al., 2019). 

There is preliminary evidence that sexual minorities 
may be disproportionately diagnosed with personality 
disorders (Russell et al., 2017; Rodriguez-Seijas et 
al.,2021). 

Methods
Data: 2016 Survey of Prison Inmates (Bureau of 
Justice Statistics, 2021b), a large, nationally 
representative sample of adults incarcerated in 
U.S. state and federal correctional facilities in 
2016. 
Participants: Total- 23,286;
Participants with a PD diagnosis- 2,466. 
Measures: 
Diagnosed PD- assessed via self- report. 
Participants were asked, “Have you ever been 
told by a medical doctor or mental health 
professional, such as a psychiatrist or 
psychologist, that you had. . .” 
Treatment Utilization+ Sexual Orientation- self 
report.

Treatment Utilization of Incarcerated Persons With/Without a PD

Treatment Utilization by Sexuality of Incarcerated 
Persons with a PD

Treatment Utilization by Sexuality of Incarcerated 
Persons with No PD

Results
Results indicated that treatment utilization was largely similar 
among persons with PDs regardless of sexual identity. Among 
individuals without a PD diagnosis, self-identifying as bisexual was 
associated elevated rates of treatment utilization. 

Clinical Implications
Findings highlight the salience of a personality disorder diagnosis 

and bisexual sexual identity as key correlates of psychiatric 
treatment utilization. Correctional facilities should therefore ensure 
availability and cultural appropriateness of interventions for these 

populations. 
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